
Don Ross Secondary School Parent Advisory Council Minutes for October 14, 2014 

Meeting called to order at 6:00 pm. 

Attendance:  Nick Pascuzzi, Brayden Gordon, Karen Saenger, Barb Cooke, Astrid Waalwijk, Marie-France Dubois, Karen 
Clarke, Agi Conn, Leanne Embree, Angie Venekamp, Kathryn Sorensen, Kim Lacombe, Pat Gilbert, Caroline Pope, Collin 
Gill, Gerardo Galaz, Coreen McEnery, Isabel Jordan, Trish Giowa, Georgina McCandlish, Dara Bell, Julie Phon, Lupita 
Sapieu de Corden, Fiona Laviolette, Sarah Jane Thomson, Jen Smith, Lori Cole (Faulkner), Tina Fanzone  

1. Welcome to Parents and Introductions 
 

2. Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve.  Motion carried. 
 

3. Approval of June Minutes:  Motion to approve.  Motion carried. 
 

4. Special Guests: 
Lisa McCullough, Superintendent of Schools; Jody Langlois, Assistant Superintendent; Rick Ikebuchi, Secretary 
Treasurer; Peter Jory, District Principal; Innovation and Technology; and Marilyn Caldwell, District Principal: 
Learning  Services were present from the School District.  They presented School District initiatives for the 2014-
2015 school year.  These topics included Pathways to Learning, facilities and enrollment update, a technology 
update and the school culture following the job action. 
 

5. Reports 
Principal 
School start up went well.  Nick reviewed what took place on the first day and gave an update on how each 
grade appeared to be doing at week 3.  The Social Responsibility Committee has started up the “Backstage” 
connections club and is pleased with its attendance.  The Code of Conduct was reviewed for all students on 
October 8.  The first WEB activity for Grade 7’s took place last Friday.  Extracurricular activities have begun.  An 
important note is that any Grade 7 who wants to play on a team is automatically on a team, they do not have to 
try out.  Grade 8’s and 9’s do have to try out for any extracurricular team. 
 
There are currently 197 Grade 7’s, 174 Grade 8’s and 190 Grade 9’s.   
 
We have 28 teachers on staff, 8 Special Assistants and 2 clerical.  There is a total of 16 new staff. 
 
Upcoming events include an Open House for students and families on Tuesday, October 28 from 6:30 – 7:30 pm 
and an Internet Safety Assembly for students on Thursday, November 13.  There will be a shortened version of 
the Internet Safety Presentation at the November 18th PAC meeting.  Interim report cards will be mailed out on 
Thursday, October 20 and report cards will be mailed out on Tuesday, November 28 with parent/teacher 
conferences on Thursday, December 4. 
 
Social Responsibility Committee  
Barb explained that “”Backstage” is another location where kids can hang out during lunch time on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.  Some students may be feeling a bit lost or anxious and having a familiar face and a relaxing, 
inviting space to go to can provide the support they need to feel more connected.  It is a welcoming place for 
them to relax, have a cookie, play a game and just be.  Currently, we have three parent volunteers and could use 
more help.  If you are interested in helping by connecting with kids at lunch hour or baking treats, please contact 
Barb Cooke. 
 
Another initiative we discussed last year and need to put in place soon is some type of “suggestion box” for kids 
to anonymously give ideas, share feelings, and ask questions based on a topic.  This will be the research we need 
to ensure that “Backstage” is addressing relevant needs. 
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Treasurer 
Kim Lacombe reported that our gaming grant has been approved for this school year. 
 
DPAC 
Caroline Pope reviewed the purpose of the DPAC.   If anyone is interested in being on the DPAC, please feel free 
to contact Caroline.  At the last DPAC meeting Lisa McCullough, School  Superintendent,  spoke about the vision 
of the DPAC.    Caroline noted that there is a province-wide association called the BCCPAC (“BC Confederation of 
Parent Advisory Councils”) that DRSS may wish to become a member of.   The cost is $75. Also, the DPAC is 
spending money in our school district on more parent education seminars, etc. such as the one in September in 
Whistler where Dr. Gabor Mate spoke. 

 
6. New Business 

Elections were held for the following positions: 
 
President:     Barb Cooke (elected for 2014-2015) 
Vice-President:       Vacant 
Treasurer:   Kim Lacombe (elected for 2014-2015) 
Secretary:   Dara Bell (elected for 2014-2015) 
DPAC:    Caroline Pope (elected for 2014-2015) 
School Planning Committee: 3 Positions Vacant 
 
Don Ross Secondary selects only three parent volunteers for the School Planning Committee. This is an amazing 
opportunity to be an active participant in the shaping of the plans for your child's education and those in the 
entire school community. You have an opportunity to have an impact by reviewing past student achievement 
information captured in a variety of measurements, discussing the findings and interpreting the data as a parent 
team, formulating recommendations for discussion and feedback with the DRSS Principal and school staff and 
presenting your interpretations, conclusions and recommendations to the school board. You will learn tons and 
discover things you never realised before about our education system. 
 
This is not as daunting as it may appear! Being a part of this incredible process will only require the time to look 
over the data (1-3 hours); meet with your team of 2 other engaged and fun parents to discuss your findings and 
conclusions (3 hours); meet with Nick several times for fine-tuning (3-4 hours); prepare and deliver your findings 
and recommendations to the school board (2-4 hours); and voila! You now have a huge sense of satisfaction and 
fulfillment that you are contributing and being heard! 
 
The whole process is spread out over several months (end of Feb to mid-April) so you have lots of time to study, 
ponder, discuss, and organise your thoughts individually and as part of the team. 
 
Nick will be looking for volunteers at the next PAC meeting so please speak up and put your name in! 
 

7. Correspondence 
A concern was raised about bullying on the school busses.  This will not be tolerated and Nick will further discuss 
with the bus drivers. 
 
Nick confirmed that there will be no changes to the current school calendar to make up for the missed time due 
to the job action.  Staff is aware and working towards ensuring that the curriculum is adhered too with the 
shortened year. 
 
PAC meetings will now begin at 6:30 pm starting in November.  Meetings will still remain an hour in length.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm. 
Next PAC Meeting is Tuesday, November 18, 2014 at 6:30 pm. 


